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CONFIDENTIALVALLETTA 1012

E.O. 11652: GDA
TAGS: PFOR, MARR, MT, US, LY
SUBJ: SIXTHFLT FLEET AND MALTA

REF: VALLETTA 0944 (NOTAL)

1. DURING CALL ON AMBASSADOR JUNE 7, NATIONALIST MP MARIO
FLEICE REFERRED TO RECENT EXCHANGE IN PARLIAMENT ON SIXTH
FLEET (REFTEL). FELICE SAID PRESS REPORTING OF EXCHANGE

WAS NOT COMPLETE. WHEN FLEICE STATED IN PARLIAMENT THAT
HE OPPOSED MINTOFF'S POLICY OF EXCLUDING SIXTH FLEET

FROM VISITSTO MALTA, HE SAID MINTOFF REPLIED THAT LABOR
PARTY'S FOREIGN POLICY WAS"FLEXIBLE". ALTHOUGH HE THEN
WENT ON TO REITERATE POLICY OF EXCLUSION.

2. IN BRIEF PERSONAL EXCHANGE ASTHEY WERE LEAVING
PARLIAMENT, FLEICE SAID MINTOFF JOKINGLY ASKED HIM IF
HE WOULD CROSS THE FLOOR AND JOIN LABOR PARTY RANKSIF
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MINTOFF AGREED TO ALLOW SIXTH FLEET TO VISIT MALTA.
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FLEICE SAID HE REPLIED THAT SIXTH FLEET ISSUE WAS NOT
THE ONLY QUARREL HE HAD WITH LABOR GOVERNMENT.

3. IN RECOUNTING FOREGOING TO AMBASSADOR, FLEICE SAID

HE BELEIVES THAT MINTOFF ISDELIBERATELY TRYING TO KEEP

HIS OPTIONS OPEN AS A RESULT OF COOLING RELATIONSWITH
QADHAFI AND LIBYA. EXISTING ISSUES BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES
(E.G. BRITISH BASESON MALTA, PRESENCE OF ISRAEL| EMBASSY

ON MALTA, FIR AND MEDIAN LINE) HAVE PRESUMABLY BEEN SHARPENED
BY RECENT SIGNATURE OF AGREEMENT FOR OIL EXPLORATION
BETWEEN TEXACO AND GOM. IF THISAGREEMENT, AS SEEMS

LIKELY, ISFOLLOWED BY AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER OIL COMPANIES
COVERING RIGHTS IN WATERS CLAIMED BY LIBYA, SITUATION
COULD DETERIORATE FURTHER.

4. FLEICE SAID HE FELT IT WOULD BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE FOR

US, OR EVEN NATIONALISTS PARTY TO TRY TO PUSH MINTOFF AT
THIS POINT. MINTOFF TENDS TO REACT VIGOUROUSLY TO WHAT

HE INTERPRETS AS PRESSURE. AMBASSADOR AGREED. MINTOFF'S
OWN POLICIES ON OIL EXPLORATION RIGHTS APPEAR TO BE SHAPING
EVENTSIN A MANNER PRTENTIALLY FAVORABLY TO US.GETZ

CONFIDENTIAL

NNN

Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005

Message Attributes

Automatic Decaptioning: X

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994

Channel Indicators: n/a

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, NAVAL FORCES, MILITARY VISITS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, CENTRAL LEGISLATURE
Control Number: n/a

Copy: SINGLE

Draft Date: 10 JUN 1974

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960

Decaption Note:

Disposition Action: RELEASED
Disposition Approved on Date:
Disposition Authority: smithrj
Disposition Case Number: n/a
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004
Disposition Event:

Disposition History: n/a

Disposition Reason:

Disposition Remarks:

Document Number: 1974VALLET01012
Document Source: CORE

Document Unique ID: 00

Drafter: n/a

Enclosure: n/a

Executive Order: GS

Errors: N/A

Film Number: D740148-0744

From: VALLETTA

Handling Restrictions: n/a

Image Path:

ISecure: 1

Legacy Key: link1974/newtext/t19740658/aaaabxwk.tel
Line Count: 82

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM
Office: ACTION EUR

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a
Original Previous Classification: n/a
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a
Page Count: 2

Previous Channel Indicators:

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a
Reference: VALLETTA 0944 (NOTAL)
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED
Review Authority: smithrj

Review Comment: n/a

Review Content Flags:

Review Date: 22 MAY 2002

Review Event:

Review Exemptions: n/a

Review History: RELEASED <22 MAY 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <27 FEB 2003 by smithrj>
Review Markings:

Declassified/Released
US Department of State
EO Systematic Review
30 JUN 2005

Review Media Identifier:

Review Referrals: n/a

Review Release Date: n/a

Review Release Event: n/a

Review Transfer Date:

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a

Secure: OPEN

Status: NATIVE

Subject: SIXTHFLT FLEET AND MALTA

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, MT, US, LY, (FLEICE, MARIO), (MINTOFF)
To: STATE

Type: TE

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005

Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005



